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PRESIDENTS LOG
Another busy season is ending. Several out
of town members stopped by to say “Hello”
and let us know what is happening in their
lives. We opened the season Memorial Day
weekend. We will close Community Day
September 25th. Our next newsletter is in
November, so I would like to thank our faithful volunteers who helped keep the museum
and lighthouse open during the season. Without these volunteers
working week after week, the Society would be hard pressed to
keep it running. Once again the society participated in the annual
Mardi Gras parade. We are happy to announce we came in first
place for most original. On September 25, 2022 is our
Community Day in the park. Mary Elsing will be the chair of this
event. It is sponsored by the Fairport Harbor Civic Club from
12:00pm - 5:00pm in the village park.
If you can volunteer in the park please contact Mary Elsing @
(440) 336-6086. We will be selling our souvenirs and raffling
off two boards. One is all gift certificates and the other is lotto
scratch offs. Carol and Tony Bertone will be hosting our annual
picnic this year on September 11th at 6:00 p.m.
If you want to bring something to the picnic either sign up
at the museum or call Louise Nagy @ (440) 357-7798.
Come and enjoy our view of the lake from our backyard.

Fairport Harbor Remaining Events for September 2022
Fairport Harbor Village Fest - Saturday, September 3, 2022
11:00am - Noon
Golf Cart Parade
Noon - 5:00pm - Family Festival with activities, entertainment, food,
and shopping on Third Street and High Street

Fairport Harbor “Friday Night Lights” at the Fairport Harbor Lighthouse
September 9, 2022 from 8:00pm - 10:00pm

Adults $10.00
Under 17 - $5.00
No Reservations Needed
Enjoy an after hour museum visit and sunset tour. Climb the lighthouse and see a spectacular view.

Harbor Hogs and Hot Rods - Saturday, September 10, 2022

10:30am - Back the Blue Rally
11:00am - 4:00pm in the Village park- Opening Ceremony, Flag Raising,
Color Guard (VFW), Vendors, Entertainment, Raffles, Dog Show and Food Trucks.

Community Day - Sunday, September 25th
in the Village Park

Noon - 5:00pm

Historical Society wins “Best in Theme Prize” in the Mardi Gras Parade
“Sailing Through 80 years of
Mardi Gras Memories.”

A group of over 20 members, friends, and family of members
worked together to plan and decorate our entry, ”Sailing Through
80 years of Mardi Gras Memories.” The night of the parade we
were lined up waiting for the 7PM start. For an hour prior the sky
was cloudy and rain fell periodically. Parade organizers were
debating whether or not to call it off. At 7PM the parade started and
the heaven’s opened! We made it through drenched with 2 inches
of water in our candy buckets, and still smiling!
Thanks to all who helped. A picnic was held at the lighthouse
July 31st for all the “Parade People”. On July 2, 3, and 4 during
Mardi Gras the Marine Museum held an outdoor art sale.
The event was planned, set up, and staffed by Linda Toth,
Mary Elsing, and Marty O’Gara. By selling our prints and donated
art pieces, $436.00 was raised. A raffle was also held; the prize was a slag glass table lamp. Circa 1920 - 1930
donated to the museum, The winners were a young couple, the Yakos, who had recently bought the old
farmhouse Mr Yako was raised in. They were excited to have the lovely old lamp, perfect for their new home.
Thanks to Chris Yano, Fairport Senior Center, for loaning us easels to display the art.

Following are the names of all who helped with
and/or walked in the parade:
Marty Trawcki; Bill Farroni; Christopher Farroni; Christopher Tubberville; Kaylein Tubberville; Alexa Govedich;
Sharon Chamberlain; Linda Toth; Chip Saalfield;
Lynette Tatonetti; Mary Elsing; Mark Elsing;
Terry Wodarski; Jan Merrick; Tom Zimeck; Marty Hosta;
Bill Simko; Louise Nagy;
Barb Carlson; Chris
Carlson; Chris Yano;
Nan Baldolf; Dusty Staudt;
Bob Manross; Vance Todd;
Marty O’Gara.

Thanks to all the above.
Through their efforts we were
awarded “Best in Theme” by
the Mardi Gras committee.

“Dispose of this. We’re going with
the new energy efficient bulb.”

Painesville and Fairport Railroad

by Lee Silvi

The Painesville and Fairport Railroad was formed, in part, in
the hope that Fairport could compete with Cleveland
(and the Ohio Canal) as a lakefront terminal. A group of fifteen
people, led by Mayor Ralph Granger (Fairport’s first mayor),
obtained a state charter in 1835 for the railroad. The fifteen people and fellow citizens raised $19,775 by selling subscriptions,
and obtained a $6,182 loan from the state. It is written Johnathon
Goldsmith supervised construction of the tracks, which consisted
of oak rails covered by long thin strips of iron to minimize wear.
Depending on the reference source, the railroad was either the
first or second one in the Western Reserve or in Ohio.
[Note: My information herein is fused from sections of four different history books on this subject matter.]
In Fairport, the route followed the “Old State Road” from
the Painesville side of Skinners landing, over a bridge, and
ended at the dock area near and west of today’s Burton
street. (Not over the St Clair Street bridge, as that did not
exist in 1835.) The single wood passenger rail car owned
by the railroad was horse drawn, as was a crudely made
freight car. The passenger fare was 35 cents.
Unknown to them it would be a bad time to start the new
line, as in 1837 the economic boom burst, and the country
entered one of our most severe depressions. Unfortunately,
after about 18 months of construction, 1837 was also the
year the railroad started operation. Most people did not
have money to ride, and there was not much of a market
to send freight due to the depression.
There were also plans to eventually add a steam engine, and extend the line to Wellsville, Ohio, (Columbiana
County) which is on the Ohio River. But in the spring of 1841 the high water level, due to a “spring freshet” (heavy
rain and/or snow melt), wiped out the bridge near Skinner’s Landing by carrying it away. There was a lack of funds
as the company had exhausted its finances on the first construction project, and they could not rebuild. Therefore
the railroad ceased operation and the right of way became overgrown with weeds.
(As a side note, historians state there was a stage coach that ran from Fairport to Wellsville, beginning in 1836.)

New Lake County History Book by Local Author Jennifer Boresz Engelking
The past lies just under the surface in Lake County. Interurban trains once carried
wealthy Clevelanders to idyllic summer homes and resorts along the shoreline
and up to Little Mountain. Stories abound of rumrunning during Prohibition,
enslaved people who were carried to freedom through the Underground Railroad
and stolen gold bars believed to be buried along a riverbank. Lake County was
also once the site of a booming shipbuilding industry and a secret plant that created chemical warfare during World War I. Many residents fondly recall long-gone
drive-in theaters and beloved drugstore soda fountains and bakeries of the mid- to
late twentieth century. Join author Jennifer Boresz Engelking as she reveals the
history behind some of the county’s most intriguing people, places and industries.
Jennifer Boresz Engelking is the author of Hidden History of Lake County, Ohio. She is an award-winning
and regional Emmy–nominated writer who has worked in broadcasting, film and print.

NAUTICAL EXPRESSIONS IN THE VERNACULAR
BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA

Utterances against the devil are wails of frustration. However, the mariner’s devil was a
particular seam, a narrow gap between planks, one on each side of the ship at the bottom
just above the keel. This seam christened the “devil’s seam was the most difficult and
dangerous to caulk. A sailor who wound up between the devil and the deep blue sea was
underwater, perhaps drowned.

KNOW THE ROPES

There could be up to ten miles of rope on a large vessel, and they could only be told
apart by their standardized positions. Even so, only an “old salt” would truly “know the
ropes.”Therefore, one who “knows the ropes” is an accomplished experienced hand.
Knowing what is required of you today would be regarded as“knowing the ropes”

THREE SHEETS TO THE WIND

On a small boat there are three sheets that control the sails. The main sheet control the
mainsail, and the two sheets that control the headsail, the windward sheet and the leeward
sheet. So a person what has three sheets to the wind means that the sheets are flying with
the wind and that you do not have control of the boat. Much like someone who is three
sheets to the wind does not have control over himself, typically applied to someone who is
drunk.

SON OF A GUN

The practice of having women aboard Royal naval ships was not abolished until about
1840. Not surprising, the end result of the accommodation was a “son of a gun” Below-decks in a warship were very crowded and the gangways (passage ways) had to be
kept clear. The only place where a woman could give birth was between the guns.
If the child’s father was unknown, they were entered in the ship’s log as “son of a gun”

IN MEMORIAM
Jane Tapassi, 87, of Wamego, Kansas, passed away on July 14. She was born in Cleveland and
earned her Bachelors of Science degree from Notre Dame College in 1957. She was a
member of our Society since 1981 and was a faithful worker. Although she lived in Ashtabula, she
volunteered in the gift shop twice every month. She also volunteered at the VA hospital in
Cleveland once a month. We need more workers like her. Jane is survived by her son, John,
daughter, Andrea, seven grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, a sister, niece, and nephew. Her
funeral was held in Manhattan, Kansas.
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